“WiE AIRE YOU.

YOU ARE US.™









During the Fall 2021 semester, students in AMST 380:
Community in America continued to work on the A Place
Called Poppleton project. Students created a digital
timeline on Poppleton. We continued to document, analyze,
and preserve the stories of the block where the Sarah Ann
Street alley houses and Eaddy rowhomes are located.

We want to thank the people who took time to talk with
us from Poppleton...

Angela Banks - Paulette Carroll - Sonia and Curtis Eaddy -
Curtis Eaddy Il - Shae McCoy - Mildred Newman - Francina
Walker

AMST 380 Students: Emily Chetelat - Eduardo Orellana -
Karla Press-Porter - Sophia Shaikh- Brian Tregoning - Maria
Morte Costea (grad student collaborator)
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Sonia Eaddy works with her neighbors
to petition to Save Our Block

August 5, 2004

Save Our Block

To the Baltimore City Council:

This is a formal petition to have the 300 block of Carrollton Avenue restored
tots originality. We would like to restore our block where approximately
five (5) homes were torn down. We all agree that the homes on this block
should not be apartments, but family homes, preferably homeownership.

We have a beautiful tree lined two story westside and three story eastside
block. The foundations of the homes are in excellent condition and the

TP B B O

fronts are unique with their variations of bricks and form stone. So if we
could preserve this piece of West Baltimore’s history we would be ever so
grateful to you. Thank you in advance for you cooperation.

The Homeowners and Residents of the 300 block of North Carrollton
Avenue (between Mulberry and Saratoga Streets.

P.S.
Signatures and addresses of Petitioners attatched.

And 17 years later...
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The Boss Kelly Row of homes were supposed to be
preserved, rehabilitated, and offered for homeownership
according to the 2004 development deal... BUT just 48
hours after our Save Our Block rally the homes were
demolished by Baltimore City on July 12, 2021




“And one question | have, why is it that so many of the historic
structures [in Poppleton] were torn down when that didn't happen
in Union Square and in Franklin Square?

— Jane Mayrer, Historic Preservation Committee, Southwest
Partnership

“You got blocks of abandoned homes, that the city could work on
that other than tearing down blocks, making people move out of
their homes and you tear down their houses-- houses that people
worked so hard for."

— Munira Swann, past resident
“We need to be able to preserve whole neighborhoods. Cause |

mean, it's families, friends. And they're destroying it when they take
it away.”

— Sonia Eaddy, current resident




' Parcha McFadden

I've been here in Poppleton since | was five. My dad moved in here,
he bought a house for us to stay in. So we wouldn't have to move
from place to place because when he was little, he always had to
move from house to house and he said, if he ever had children,
that he would make sure he paid off the house for us to stay in. So
we wouldn't have to move from place to place. And he did it so, he
did just that.

On being relocated from her home for development...

It's kind of hard. Cause |'ve been here for so long and | was hoping
to pass it down to the grandchildren. Yeah. My daughter loves
home where she is staying... That's a special place for us, cause
we all... the grandkids had ideas of making part of the house into
a studio so they could make their music. Yeah. | mean my father’s
purpose of him paying for the house, so we going to be there and
don't have to struggle and starting all over and a paying mortgage
on a house and stuff.

| just pray in the future that it won't be a repeat of moving
neighbors out of their community, when they work so hard to

build right there. Now they have to keep starting over. We got the
pandemic, we got people losing their jobs. It's kind of hard to...

You got single parents. Do things planning on they look out for
everybody, not just pushing people out because they want a certain
areato build certain things. Make it new with the peoplein it.
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What Is a CHAP Local Historic District Designation?

1100 block
The Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation (CHAP) works with - Early house on West Saratoga
historic neighborhoods to pursue local historic district designation. Designation helps south side of
to protect and celebrate a neighborhood's rich history. It also provides an effective - 1200 block of
and transparent design review process that preserves the neighborhood'’s historic 4 West Saratoga
character. ".t“. _ Y

includes the 1100 block of Sarah Ann Street and the Eaddy home at 319 N. Carrollton

The boundaries for Block 155 are Carrollton / Mulberry / Arlington / Saratoga and 3 .
il
Avenue. e i










Picking
Poppleton

A SWEEPING URBAN REMEWAL PLAN

STRIVES TO REMAKE WEST BALTIMORE

o by mebored the pamen ong madaion 3 the sriry b

UREAN RENEWAL: TAKE ONE

& Baltimare-based d h
had surprising success with their new Camden ('m“m[( projert in the neiglr
boriay Washingtan Village Empowerment Zone. The neo traditional market
loped on an 8-acre dl out in 30 days at prices
Nigher than expected. The average wen or $250,000,and 6% of he new

‘The urban renewal amendment far Poppheton, which did not afficially pass
the City Council until November 2004, says the clearance will happen to create
“substantial affordabie housing” while “promoting historic and architectural
preservation.” O the 526 properties to be acquired for clearance, the City es
timates that roaghly 134 are occupied. Some forty houses are owner-occupied

homeowners are transplants From D.C. suburbs, ~

dter o Wsh DC.T ways S b ! s vioe
president. urx.xm.u communities in Alexandria, Virginla, for exarmple, and
produced something of quality that would sttract a 35-10-45 professional mar-
ket. With the competition, you have to build what people want to buy”

What the market wants, many say. are amenities not available in existing

city houses. Corsultant Rached Edds is a former Baltimore City planner who
warked with the community ta consider haw o housing plan could fit into it

are rental propertics. (The City says it will work with any
displaced bomeowners who want 1o relocste back inta the neighborood.)
‘The language of the has chear bout the

purpose for taking and clearing the Poppleton properties. Austin says that the
balance between affordable versus masket-rate housing in the new development
T yet to be decided. A city housing afficial involved En the project. who wished
to remain anonymous, stated that sections of the renewal amendment language
wern incorrect and must have been left over from priar amendment proposals.

e o . i g P e e T

Byt 18805, West Biltismors was 6 diverse neighivarbond with o s o I-N(Nu
et

The interrupted group of a dozen row and alley houses beginning

on 319 N. Carrollton Avenue and ending at 1102 Sarah Ann Street
provides a significant representation of the under-documented Black
history and homeownership in Poppleton. This connected row of
homes were built circa 1870 and include both traditional Baltimore
row and alley houses.

Due to a long-delayed development project dating back to 2004,
this block is one of the few remaining contiguous rows of homes of
this diverse type and character in solid condition in Poppleton. The
Sarah Ann Street alley houses were always listed as homes that
were to be preserved and rehabilitated for homeownership from
the beginning of the development agreement. Now 17 years later,
the Carrollton Avenue homes add to the important architectural and
social significance of this surviving row of homes representing Black
homeownership in West Baltimore along the Highway to Nowhere.

psted an endan ngered buiiing type” in Haltimore,
e alated foe destruction.

f
The Poppleton redevelopment
site. Blocks outlined in red are
slated for demaltion.

The Sarah Ann Street alley houses provided affordable housing
for Black Baltimore residents in the period right after the Civil
War while the larger three-story Italianate rowhouse on 319 N.
Carrollton Avenue, which has been owned by two Black families
since 1928, demonstrates the perseverance and upward mobility
of Black homeowners in the early 20th century.

We are very concerned about what will happen to this important
block of homes and the families who have lived in them for
many decades. Residents and supporters are taking on the
responsibility of preserving these important historical resources
that speak to Black history and homeownership. Preserve these
homes with the people in them.




An analysis of the fourteen families living in the twelve houses at
1102-24 Sarah Ann Street in 1880 shows that four Black heads-
of-household drove coal carts; one was a porter in a hotel;

one worked in a brickyard; and five were laborers. One of the
boarders was a waiter in a hotel. There were two female heads
of household-one kept house, while the other (and her daughter)
were dressmakers. Of the ten wives listed, only four worked
outside the home--three as washerwomen and one in service. All
of the school-age children of the Black families attended school.

These occupations attest to the fact that the Black families
making their homes in this block of Sarah Ann Street were
reasonably well off by the standards of 1880. Two of the men
worked in hotels and two of the women were dressmakers, both
status occupations in the Black community of that time. Driving a
cart was also a respected occupation.

The significance of the surviving alley houses in the 1100 block
of Sarah Ann Street is thus heightened because 1) there were
never that many alley streets in the city that traditionally had
Black residents in the late nineteenth century, and 2) many of
these houses were located in West Baltimore where wholesale
demolition of alley houses has taken place. A number of blocks
of alley houses, dating from the late 1840s to the 1880s, survive
south of Baltimore Street and north of Pratt Street, but few
survive north of Baltimore Street.

Examples of this simple, first Italianate-influenced Baltimore style
of small alley house are rare indeed.




Court okeys $25,000 will of woman who lived in rnFs
Afro-American (1893-1988); Oct 6, 1956; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Baltimore Afro-American
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Court okeys $25,000 will of
woman who lived in rags

i i lived in squalor

BALTIMORE Mrs. Williams had, *neigh- | theugh she
The second of 1wo bizarre de-| boes said, promised to- remem- | and wn:mur :udﬁ:::n:o:‘:'::"
sires of the lale Mrs. J.uber'_::| ber them in her wili. When the | for camfarf, 'Ilh sty of
Wilhams, aged recluse who died | will was probated it showed | run away wi
here, neared fulfiliment, this, thas she had feft a 450 in- thrift. : T
week when lhe.livst sdminis-| surance benefit te four: Mrs. Her will alse dl]’!‘ct('g ?‘x
siralion aceounl was passed by Maggie J. Wise, Mrs. Marie [her funeral, neluding  Alower
Orphans Courl. Walker, Allen Taylor and the |and limousine, cosl not mors

" g Iats Melsen Burreli. than SO0,

The Mayor of Eallimore City 1
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The tirst, that she be bur- 5B0.2G and $1,492.50. respees | headstone there,
jed in a new white satin cely. | BOUT 10 persoms attended
dress, mew whita shess and e A 18 [rers A
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of her fesire and the kimd of hat, she was ofien seen drug.) while Accepsbnis, MM k)
marker for her geave had been Zing along o lewdl of tools, in- | eoad I were acconling
seen to by Mrs, Williams be- cluding  equipnient  for paper | fication. 7
fere her death, hanuing, | The part of the will ihat dis-

LR “There was little (houzht that | posed of the caxh =aid:

IN A first administration ac- she vwned more than the mes- . ¢AlL the rest 1 give absnlule
count, filed his week fn Or- ger rent that the rooms in the Ty to the Mayor ami City Uown-
ﬂh:ms' Court, 1he execulors, J. McCulleh street house brought oif o be expended at Ballimora
Nicholas Shriver, Jr. and the in rental Uiy "“""Lul.’f for care of idi
Mercantile Safe Deposit and i Persons :llﬂ-lﬂl?hﬁ:rli“‘l'f‘l:- B
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Only debt listed nas a fune.  run-down properties, deing all | widow of Nelson Bufeell, who
ral LAl to the Hollami Fuperal the work from repairing the [died a year agu, and whe was
IBme of $585.50. roofs to papering the walls. [gne of the four to whom she

WITH THE exception of the They mow deduct that she ac- | jointly willed procecds from a
run-dewn barn-like house in | cumulated her money threuh  Sng policy with the Macedonian
the 1700 Blsek of McCulleh | buying the houses, fixing them | [meiliate Heliel Society, told
St. in which Mrs. Williams | up and then selling them. the AFRO, fhis week_
fived in sne roem and a built 1 The acyuisition of money was' Ay hosband and  she hea
the only thing that Mrs. Wii- lopped o the Aacedonian Re-

an shed, ths estate was in )
cash and giltedge steck and | bams was close-montied aboul. | Hef, That was an organization
bonds. She liad been married snd was | ssmcthing like the Flks, Each
£8,333,75 was in the securities the mother of a daughler, Jose- gificer was 1o get §10 . Che
which included 147 shares f phine, who dicd sume years be- ghould have left a porfion of
Baltimore Gas and Electric, 20 fore her. ., |Ber money lo her own group.
shares of General Public Utili.  What happened to Mr. Wil-| =if yow had scen her yod
ties, four shares New York stale liams she never said, the neizh- | woulin't have theught she had
Fleetrie and Gas Corp., 20 share Lors diselosed. That he also . a penny, She jived in fhat great
Pennsylvamia Water and Power dead was discovered in g seareh big Lam, She owned the house
and 10 shares First Natonal for him after her death. She is amd rented oul rovms.
Bank. listed as & widow, | “My husbupd said she had
$14.012.76 was om deposit in  She was also mum om her age. ' lots of mency, but he dadn’t
ihree cily banks. Neighbors say  she  alwayvs knew how much she had, hi‘ill
Three neighbars, who cared avewded discussing how old she wenl to church now ag:l then™,
for her during her last illarss wus p Tlee house, Urphan Courl ree-
filed claims for servicez. but The desire to be a beautiful- | opls show, has heen sold 1o
the execulors have rejected ressed carpse and be bur- | Sanley Abrahams.

Iy d A
their pleas. ied in a well-cared for grave, [ hropght %4225,

On January 18, 1873, Catharine (or Kate) Kennedy, a Black
woman, purchased 1102 Sarah Ann (old #120 Harmony Lane).
Kennedy was a laundress and cook. She owned 1102 Sarah Ann
Street for some 13 years before selling it in 1886. City directory
listings indicate that Kennedy lived at 1124 (with some gaps) with
other people, presumably her tenants. Those people were almost
exclusively Black, and included men and women who worked as
laundresses, porters, hostlers, barbers, and laborers.

Luberta Williams left 1124 Sarah Ann by 1907, moving uptown
into the 1200 block of Druid Hill Avenue. Her neighbors there
included Harry S. Cummings, a lawyer who in 1890 had become
Baltimore's first Black city councilman. Williams initially ran a
lunchroom there but by 1910 she identified her occupation as a
dressmaker. In the early 1920s, Williams ran into trouble with her
neighbors after she was accused of running a disorderly house
and violating the Volstead Act.

By the time of her death in 1956, Luberta Williams was
characterized in an Afro article as a colorful and eccentric
recluse who had somehow amassed an estate worth $26,000,
with all but $1,000 left to care for the indigent of Baltimore city.
The Afro reporter wrote: “Mrs. Williams was a familiar figure on
the streets of Baltimore. Usually wearing pants, sweaters and a
battered hat, she was often seen dragging a load of tools.”




Rose Wagner's Baltimore Sun story Alley houses, now an
‘endangered species, were once the core of working-class
Baltimore (July 29, 2021) details the significance of alley homes.
She cites Dr. Mary Ellen Hayward's award winning book,
Baltimore’s Alley Houses: Homes for Working People since the
1780s (Johns Hopkins Press, 2008).

Hayward wrote that alley houses “led to one of the largest
homeownership ratios in the country by the late nineteenth
century” as well as racially integrated communities. Alley house
neighborhoods forged a sense of community among residents,
as a place “where children could play without fear of onrushing
traffic and where stoop-sitting neighbors could easily converse
as well as look after each other’s houses.”

According to Johns Hopkins of Baltimore Heritage “only a

few hundred [alley houses] remain standing, threatening the
preservation of Baltimore's history.” However the preservation of
historic alley and row houses is not just an issue of the past but
something to fight for now to make Baltimore a more inclusive
and equitable city with housing opportunities for all residents,
especially the city's Black legacy residents:

What we are losing is affordable housing... We are missing
something by not taking an opportunity to look into historical
houses with this rich history and function that is just as needed
today as it was when they were built.




WHAT WE ARE LOSING IS AFFORDABLE
HOUSING... WE ARE MISSING SOMETHING
BY NOT TAKING AN OPPORTUNITY TO LOOK
INTO HISTORICAL HOUSES WITH THIS RICH
HISTORY AND FUNCTION THAT IS JUST AS
NEEDED TODAY AS IT WAS WHEN THEY
WERE BUILT. n”

PRETTY ' #a 8
HOUSES ' 5=
ALL IN—===—— 3
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builtin 1871 and is 150 yedrs old. Corrollton'Ave wos drigmqlly named 4 b : :
- Republican St. The name change occurred by 1874. The earliest street ’92. He still lives in
“address was 84 N. Republican (then Carrollton). It was renamed 319 < Poppleton just ar requy arabbers

in 1889 when Baltimore’s modern ordinal house numbering system at the Carlton Stre stable Heis fectured in Roland Freeman’s
was adopted. iconic book The Arabbers of Baltimore (1989) and the film We Are

Arabbers (2004) among other research on Baltimore arabbers. The

For more than half of its lifetime, this classic Italianate-influenced - Waugh family purchased the home to build generational wealth.
Baltimore rowhouse has been owned by two African American ; : ; : _ ==
families—for the past 30 years the Eaddys. Built in 1871 by locall Curtis Eaddy Sr. is a small business owner and a minister and
carpenter George Mallonee, 319 N. Carrollton was part of a group of Sonia Eaddy is a dedicated community volunteer, mother, and
eight rowhouses erected on the half-block stretching from Sarah Ann grandmother. The Eaddys raised their five children and now host

their many grandchildren in their rowhouse, which has been
meticulously restored and maintains its historical integrity. After a
2012 fire, the Eaddy family built and restored their home with City
permits and want to stay and continue the work to build a better
future for Poppleton and West Baltimore.

to Mulberry streets.



[

e

| .____“_.._










Help us fight for Development Without Displacement

SAVE OUR BLOCK
Black Neighborhoods Matter
“Losing my home is like a death to me. Eminent Domain law is
violent.”

—Sonia Eaddy, 2021

Baltimoretraces.umbc.edu/poppleton

Facebook: A Place Called Poppleton @organizepoppleton
Twitter: @organizepopplel
Instagram: organizepoppleton

Please sign our petition:
https://www.change.org/p/baltimore-city-council-save-our-block-in-
poppleton-baltimore







