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“we are you.
You are us.”



WE ARE YOU.WE ARE YOU.
YOU ARE US.YOU ARE US.the present

““

””



Poppleton is not just a community. It is a home. We’ve raised 
our children here. Everybody has become one big home. 
Now we are asking you for your support. Because we are you 
and you are us. Because one day you are going to be in this 
situation. And we are gonna be supporting you. So come out 
and support us. Thank you. 

—Angela Banks, displaced from 1132 Saratoga Street, 2018
Sarah Ann Street Five-Minute History, Baltimore Heritage, July 2021

Angela Banks grew up in Poppleton and lived at 1132 W. 
Saratoga Street until her landlord sold the home and kicked 
her out in 2018. Angie and her children were briefly homeless. 
She saw her neighbors in Poppleton as family. Today 1132 W. 
Saratoga Street is still standing vacant. Angie’s dream is to 
be a homeowner. 



During the Fall 2021 semester, students in AMST 380: 
Community in America continued to work on the A Place 
Called Poppleton project. Students created a digital 
timeline on Poppleton. We continued to document, analyze, 
and preserve the stories of the block where the Sarah Ann 
Street alley houses and Eaddy rowhomes are located.

We want to thank the people who took time to talk with 
us from Poppleton…
Angela Banks - Paulette Carroll - Sonia and Curtis Eaddy - 
Curtis Eaddy II - Shae McCoy - Mildred Newman - Francina 
Walker

AMST 380 Students: Emily Chetelat - Eduardo Orellana - 
Karla Press-Porter - Sophia Shaikh- Brian Tregoning - Maria 
Morte Costea (grad student collaborator)
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AUGUST 2004AUGUST 2004
Sonia Eaddy works with her neighbors 
to petition to Save Our Block

And 17 years later…



JULY 10, 2021:JULY 10, 2021:
Save Our Block Rally in Sarah Ann 
Street Park 



BROKEN
PRESERVATION
PROMISES 

BROKEN
PRESERVATION
PROMISES 

The Boss Kelly Row of homes were supposed to be 
preserved, rehabilitated, and offered for homeownership 
according to the 2004 development deal… BUT just 48 
hours after our Save Our Block rally the homes were 
demolished by Baltimore City on July 12, 2021



“And one question I have, why is it that so many of the historic 
structures [in Poppleton] were torn down when that didn’t happen 
in Union Square and in Franklin Square? 

— Jane Mayrer, Historic Preservation Committee, Southwest 
Partnership

“You got blocks of abandoned homes, that the city could work on 
that other than tearing down blocks, making people move out of 
their homes and you tear down their houses-- houses that people 
worked so hard for.”

— Munira Swann, past resident

“We need to be able to preserve whole neighborhoods. Cause I 
mean, it’s families, friends. And they’re destroying it when they take 
it away.”

— Sonia Eaddy, current resident

What’s 
preserved 
and why?

What’s 
preserved 
and why?



I’ve been here in Poppleton since I was five. My dad moved in here, 
he bought a house for us to stay in. So we wouldn’t have to move 
from place to place because when he was little, he always had to 
move from house to house and he said, if he ever had children, 
that he would make sure he paid off the house for us to stay in. So 
we wouldn’t have to move from place to place. And he did it so, he 
did just that.

On being relocated from her home for development…

It’s kind of hard. Cause I’ve been here for so long and I was hoping 
to pass it down to the grandchildren. Yeah. My daughter loves 
home where she is staying… That’s a special place for us, cause 
we all... the grandkids had ideas of making part of the house into 
a studio so they could make their music. Yeah. I mean my father’s 
purpose of him paying for the house, so we going to be there and 
don’t have to struggle and starting all over and a paying mortgage 
on a house and stuff.

I just pray in the future that it won’t be a repeat of moving 
neighbors out of their community, when they work so hard to 
build right there. Now they have to keep starting over. We got the 
pandemic, we got people losing their jobs. It’s kind of hard to... 
You got single parents. Do things planning on they look out for 
everybody, not just pushing people out because they want a certain 
area to build certain things. Make it new with the people in it. 

the mcfadden home



What Is a CHAP Local Historic District Designation?

The Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation (CHAP) works with 
historic neighborhoods to pursue local historic district designation. Designation helps 
to protect and celebrate a neighborhood’s rich history. It also provides an effective 
and transparent design review process that preserves the neighborhood’s historic 
character.

The boundaries for Block 155 are Carrollton / Mulberry / Arlington / Saratoga and 
includes the 1100 block of Sarah Ann Street and the Eaddy home at 319 N. Carrollton 
Avenue.

Save Our Block, Preserve Our Block 
Block 155 CHAP Local Historic District: 
Save Our Block, Preserve Our Block 
Block 155 CHAP Local Historic District: 
319 and 321 N. Carrollton Ave. and 1122 - 1102 Sarah Ann St. 



What are we Preserving?
People’s Homes

Buildings only matter because of the people who built, 
inhabited, and gave them meaning. People make buildings 
homes. That is what has been going on here on this block for 
over 150 years.

Baltimore was home to the largest free-Black population of any 
city in the U.S. from 1810 - 1860. The Sarah Ann Street homes 
were built in 1870 (when this alley was called Harmony Lane) and 
these were always homes for working-class Black Baltimoreans... 
for over 150 years.

This row of homes represents an important history, made even 
more significant because these houses and the residents who 
built inhabited, and gave them meaning survived through slum 
clearance, urban renewal, racist redlining, destructive road 
construction and disinvestment. #BlackNeighborhoodsMatter 



black history &
homeownership in
old poppleton

black history &
homeownership in
old poppleton



The interrupted group of a dozen row and alley houses beginning 
on 319 N. Carrollton Avenue and ending at 1102 Sarah Ann Street 
provides a significant representation of the under-documented Black 
history and homeownership in Poppleton. This connected row of 
homes were built circa 1870 and include both traditional Baltimore 
row and alley houses. 

Due to a long-delayed development project dating back to 2004, 
this block is one of the few remaining contiguous rows of homes of 
this diverse type and character in solid condition in Poppleton. The 
Sarah Ann Street alley houses were always listed as homes that 
were to be preserved and rehabilitated for homeownership from 
the beginning of the development agreement. Now 17 years later, 
the Carrollton Avenue homes add to the important architectural and 
social significance of this surviving row of homes representing Black 
homeownership in West Baltimore along the Highway to Nowhere.

The Sarah Ann Street alley houses provided affordable housing 
for Black Baltimore residents in the period right after the Civil 
War while the larger three-story Italianate rowhouse on 319 N. 
Carrollton Avenue, which has been owned by two Black families 
since 1928, demonstrates the perseverance and upward mobility 
of Black homeowners in the early 20th century. 

We are very concerned about what will happen to this important 
block of homes and the families who have lived in them for 
many decades. Residents and supporters are taking on the 
responsibility of preserving these important historical resources 
that speak to Black history and homeownership. Preserve these 
homes with the people in them. 



Black People 
Lived Here, 18801880 An analysis of the fourteen families living in the twelve houses at 

1102-24 Sarah Ann Street in 1880 shows that four Black heads-
of-household drove coal carts; one was a porter in a hotel; 
one worked in a brickyard; and five were laborers. One of the 
boarders was a waiter in a hotel. There were two female heads 
of household-one kept house, while the other (and her daughter) 
were dressmakers. Of the ten wives listed, only four worked 
outside the home--three as washerwomen and one in service. All 
of the school-age children of the Black families attended school. 

These occupations attest to the fact that the Black families 
making their homes in this block of Sarah Ann Street were 
reasonably well off by the standards of 1880. Two of the men 
worked in hotels and two of the women were dressmakers, both 
status occupations in the Black community of that time. Driving a 
cart was also a respected occupation. 
 
The significance of the surviving alley houses in the 1100 block 
of Sarah Ann Street is thus heightened because 1) there were 
never that many alley streets in the city that traditionally had 
Black residents in the late nineteenth century, and 2) many of 
these houses were located in West Baltimore where wholesale 
demolition of alley houses has taken place. A number of blocks 
of alley houses, dating from the late 1840s to the 1880s, survive 
south of Baltimore Street and north of Pratt Street, but few 
survive north of Baltimore Street. 

Examples of this simple, first Italianate-influenced Baltimore style 
of small alley house are rare indeed.



Past People of Poppleton: Strong 
Black Women Homeowners

On January 18, 1873, Catharine (or Kate) Kennedy, a Black 
woman, purchased 1102 Sarah Ann (old #120 Harmony Lane). 
Kennedy was a laundress  and cook. She owned 1102 Sarah Ann 
Street for some 13 years before selling it in 1886. City directory 
listings indicate that Kennedy lived at 1124 (with some gaps) with 
other people, presumably her tenants. Those people were almost 
exclusively Black, and included men and women who worked as 
laundresses, porters, hostlers, barbers, and laborers. 

Luberta Williams left 1124 Sarah Ann by 1907, moving uptown 
into the 1200 block of Druid Hill Avenue. Her neighbors there 
included Harry S. Cummings, a lawyer who in 1890 had become 
Baltimore’s first Black city councilman. Williams initially ran a 
lunchroom there but by 1910 she identified her occupation as a 
dressmaker. In the early 1920s, Williams ran into trouble with her 
neighbors after she was accused of running a disorderly house 
and violating the Volstead Act. 

By the time of her death in 1956, Luberta Williams was 
characterized in an Afro article as a colorful and eccentric 
recluse who had somehow amassed an estate worth $26,000, 
with all but $1,000 left to care for the indigent of Baltimore city. 
The Afro reporter wrote: “Mrs. Williams was a familiar figure on 
the streets of Baltimore. Usually wearing pants, sweaters and a 
battered hat, she was often seen dragging a load of tools.”



Alley Houses Provide 
Affordable Housing
Alley Houses Provide 
Affordable Housing

Rose Wagner’s Baltimore Sun story Alley houses, now an 
‘endangered species,’ were once the core of working-class 
Baltimore (July 29, 2021) details the significance of alley homes. 
She cites Dr. Mary Ellen Hayward’s award winning book, 
Baltimore’s Alley Houses: Homes for Working People since the 
1780s (Johns Hopkins Press, 2008). 

Hayward wrote that alley houses “led to one of the largest 
homeownership ratios in the country by the late nineteenth 
century” as well as racially integrated communities. Alley house 
neighborhoods forged a sense of community among residents, 
as a place “where children could play without fear of onrushing 
traffic and where stoop-sitting neighbors could easily converse 
as well as look after each other’s houses.”

According to Johns Hopkins of Baltimore Heritage “only a 
few hundred [alley houses] remain standing, threatening the 
preservation of Baltimore’s history.” However the preservation of 
historic alley and row houses is not just an issue of the past but 
something to fight for now to make Baltimore a more inclusive 
and equitable city with housing opportunities for all residents, 
especially the city’s Black legacy residents: 

What we are losing is affordable housing… We are missing 
something by not taking an opportunity to look into historical 
houses with this rich history and function that is just as needed 
today as it was when they were built.



What we are losing is affordable 
housing… We are missing something 
by not taking an opportunity to look 
into historical houses with this rich 
history and function that is just as 
needed today as it was when they 

were built.

“

”



For the past 93 years, since 1928, 319 N. Carrollton has been home 
to two Black families, the Sewells and the Waugh/Eaddys. As such, 
319 N. Carrollton Avenue speaks volumes about the little-known and 
under-documented history of Black homeownership in Baltimore. 
From the Sarah Ann Street alley houses to the grander three-story 
homes on N. Carrollton, we have a strong and significant example of 
Black homeownership that spans three centuries.

​​The three-story Italianate style home at 319 N. Carrollton Avenue was 
built in 1871 and is 150 years old. Carrollton Ave was originally named 
Republican St. The name change occurred by 1874. The earliest street 
address was 84 N. Republican (then Carrollton). It was renamed 319 
in 1889 when Baltimore’s modern ordinal house numbering system 
was adopted.

For more than half of its lifetime, this classic Italianate-influenced 
Baltimore rowhouse has been owned by two African American 
families—for the past 30 years the Eaddys. Built in 1871 by local 
carpenter George Mallonee, 319 N. Carrollton was part of a group of 
eight rowhouses erected on the half-block stretching from Sarah Ann 
to Mulberry streets.

319 N. Carrollton Ave.
Save the Eaddy House: 
319 N. Carrollton Ave.

The Eaddy home was built in 1871 when N. Carrollton Ave. was 
called Republican St., and its first owner was J. Thomas Scharf (1843-
1898) noted historian, author, lawyer, politician who was also a 
Confederate soldier and sailor who fought for slavery (showing the 
tensions of 19th century West Baltimore). After Scharf, the house 
changed hands often until a new pattern of stability emerged in 
1882. Since then, 319 N. Carrollton has been owned by only four 
families (some of whom rented it out at various times). The first two 
were white and the next two Black.
 
Donald “China” Waugh purchased the home in 1992. He still lives in 
Poppleton just around the corner. He was one of the early arabbers 
at the Carlton Street stable. He is featured in Roland Freeman’s 
iconic book The Arabbers of Baltimore (1989) and the film We Are 
Arabbers (2004) among other research on Baltimore arabbers. The 
Waugh family purchased the home to build generational wealth. 

Curtis Eaddy Sr. is a small business owner and a minister and 
Sonia Eaddy is a dedicated community volunteer, mother, and 
grandmother. The Eaddys raised their five children and now host 
their many grandchildren in their rowhouse, which has been 
meticulously restored and maintains its historical integrity. After a 
2012 fire, the Eaddy family built and restored their home with City 
permits and want to stay and continue the work to build a better 
future for Poppleton and West Baltimore.



Eaddy house & Family in Poppleton 



Together this uninterrupted row of houses represent 150 years 
of Black homeownership in West Baltimore… that is an amazing 
testament to the spirit of this City and its residents and should be 
honored and preserved. We must preserve the building with the 
people in them.

Preserving this block means we honor this history by letting the 
Eaddy family stay in the beautiful home they have owned for almost 
30 years.

Preserving this block means rehabilitating the Sarah Ann Street 
alley houses for homeowners, and that past residents have the first 
Right to Return.

Together this uninterrupted row of houses represent 150 years 
of Black homeownership in West Baltimore… that is an amazing 
testament to the spirit of this City and its residents and should be 
honored and preserved. We must preserve the building with the 
people in them.

Preserving this block means we honor this history by letting the 
Eaddy family stay in the beautiful home they have owned for almost 
30 years.

Preserving this block means rehabilitating the Sarah Ann Street 
alley houses for homeowners, and that past residents have the first 
Right to Return.





Help us fight for Development Without Displacement

SAVE OUR BLOCK
Black Neighborhoods Matter

“Losing my home is like a death to me. Eminent Domain law is 
violent.”

—Sonia Eaddy, 2021

Baltimoretraces.umbc.edu/poppleton

Facebook: A Place Called Poppleton @organizepoppleton 
Twitter: @organizepopple1 
Instagram: organizepoppleton 

Please sign our petition:
https://www.change.org/p/baltimore-city-council-save-our-block-in-
poppleton-baltimore




